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1 . Claims 1-9 are pending in this application. 

Drawings 

2. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the examiner does not accept the changes, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



4. Claim 1 , is rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated over Lee et al. 
(Pub. No.: US 2004/0119606 A1), hereinafter "Lee". 
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5. As to claim 1 , Lee teaches, A home network system ([0013]; lines 3-4) for 
generating a random number([0027]; lines 4-5), comprising: 

a plurality of client appliances connected to a home network ([0013]; lines 3-4), 
each of the client appliances being controlled in response to a received control 
command ([0013]; lines 4-5); 

a plurality of client communication modules for converting a format of data 
(Fig. 3, [0023]; lines 3-5) to be transmitted and received between the client appliances 
and the home network ([0006]; lines 2-3; exchanging data means transmitting and 
receiving data); 

a home server appliance for inputting the control command into each of the client 
appliances([0006]; lines 1-10), assigning a manufacturer's serial number of the client 
appliance as an ID (Identifier or Identity) ([0025]; lines 2-6, where addresses are set at 
shipment which could be a sort of factory coded addressing scheme) of the client 
appliance, generating a random number ([0027]; lines 4-5) if the manufacturer's serial 
number ([0026]; lines 4-6) of the client appliance is equal to an ID of another client 
appliance ([0028]; lines 1-2), and assigning the generated random number as the ID of 
the client appliance ([0030]; lines 1-7); and 

a home server communication module for converting a format of data to be 
transmitted and received ([0023]; lines 3-5) between the home server appliance and 
the home network ([0026]; lines 1-3, where data is transmitted and received from client 
appliance). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2-9, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lee 
in view of Gaucher (Patent No.: US 6175860 B1), hereinafter "Gaucher". 

8. As to claim 2, Lee teaches, wherein the home server appliance ([0005]; lines 9- 
13) comprises: 

a database for storing IDs of the client appliances connected to home network 
([0013]; lines 3-7, where address are stored on network controller which is a server); 

a random number generator for generating the random number ([0027]; line 4-5) 
if the manufacturers serial number is equal to an ID stored in the database ([0028]; 
lines 1-5); and 

a microcomputer for accessing the database (0026]; lines 4-6, where 
microcomputer is communicating with controller/PC and accessing stored records) and 
the random number generator assigning an ID to a client appliance newly connected to 
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home network ([0027]; lines 4-5), random number generator and [0029]; lines 1-3, 
assigning ID). 

Lee does not teach, a client appliance newly connected to home network. 
However, Gaucher teaches, a client appliance newly connected to home network 
(Col.3. lines 24-31). 

Therefore, it is obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Lee (assigning addresses to home appliance in 
home network) with Gaucher (newly connected appliance) in order to build a home 
appliance inventory system where, home appliance server can generate a complete list 
of all the house hold appliance presently connected to the home network. 

9. As to claim 3, Lee teaches explicitly, the home server appliance further 
comprises of control command unit for transmitting and receiving the instruction or data 
([0026], lines 1-2; where network controller must has control command unit). 

10. As to claim 4, Lee teaches, the components of communication modules ([0023]; 
line 3). 

a memory for storing address information of the home server appliance ([0026]; 
lines 4-6, where communication module is attached to microcomputer and 
microcomputer has a memory for saving addresses of all the connected appliances); 

Lee does not explicitly teach a modem for converting data to be transmitted and 
received between the home server appliance and the home network. 
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However, Gaucher teaches using modem to communicate between appliances 
over the network (Col. 3, lines 32-36 and lines 1-13; as using various modulation 
techniques to transport the data among different appliances). 

and a modem controller for controlling the modem ([0023]; lines 3-9, as 
communication module is controlling the network devices and therefore there must be a 
controller). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Lee (assigning addresses to 
home appliance in home network) with Gaucher (using modem to communicate over 
the network) in order to build a home appliance inventory system, where home 
appliance server can generate a complete list of all the house hold appliance presently 
connected to the home network using their online status. 

11. As to claim 5, is rejected under same reasons set forth as in claim 4 above. 

12. As to claim 6, Lee teaches, a method for controlling a home network system 
([0023]; line 1) that generates a random number ([0027]; line 4-5), comprising the steps 
of: 

allowing the home server appliance to assign to the client appliance ([0025]; 
lines 1-4), an ID (Identifier or Identity) based on the manufacturer's serial number of the 
client appliance ([0025]; lines 2-6, where representative address are predefined) or a 
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random number generated through a random number generation operation ([0027]; 
lines 2-5); and 

allowing the client appliance to store the ID ([0029]; lines 1-2, as fixed means 
stored) and allowing the home server appliance to transmit a control command using 
the ID ([0026]; lines 1-6, network controller controls the appliance through appliance ID). 

Lee does not teach, allowing newly connected appliance to transmit their 
manufacturer's serial number to a home server. 

However, Gaucher teaches, allowing a client appliance newly connected (Col. 3, 
lines 24-25) to a home network to transmit information of a manufacturer's serial 
number (CoL3, lines 44-49, where product information is associated in RF ID tag) to a 
home server appliance (Col. 2, lines 50-52, master computer is server). 

Therefore, it should have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Lee (assigning addresses to 
home appliance in home network) with Gaucher (newly connected appliance) in order to 
build a home appliance inventory system where, home appliance server can generate a 
complete list of all the house hold appliances presently connected to the home network. 

13. As to claim 7, Lee teaches, allowing the home server appliance to transmit an 
access signal to the client appliance ([0005]; lines 9-13, where network controller is 
home server appliance; and [0026]; lines 1-3, client appliances); and 
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allowing the client appliance having transmitted the access signal to transmit its 
own serial number ([0027]; lines 1-6) to the home server appliance ([0005]; lines 9-13, 
where network controller is home server appliance). 

14. As to claim 8, Lee teaches, allowing the home server appliance to compare the 
transmitted serial number with an ID of a client appliance already connected to the 
home network ([0028]; lines 1-2, checks duplicate addresses and [0013]; lines 3-4, 
home network); 

if the transmitted serial number is equal to an ID of a client appliance already 
connected to the home network ([0028]; lines 1-2, duplicate addresses), generating the 
random number as the ID ([0027]; lines 4-5) of the newly connected client appliance 
and the assigning the ID of the newly connected client appliance ([0027]; lines 5-6; and 

if the transmitted serial number is equal to an ID ([0028]; lines 1-2) of any client 
appliance already connected to the home network, assigning the transmitted serial 
number as the ID of the newly connected client appliance ([0027]; lines 1-6, generates 
and assigns address). 

Lee does not explicitly teach about newly connected client appliance. 

However, Gaucher teaches registering newly connected devices or component in 
home network environment (Col. 3, lines 24-31). 

Therefore, it is obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Lee (assigning addresses to home appliance in 
home network) with Gaucher (newly connected appliance) in order to build a home 
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appliance inventory system where, home appliance server can generate a complete list 
of all the house hold appliance presently connected to the home network. 

15. As to claim 9, Lee teaches, storing the assigned ID in a client communication 
modem ([0023]; lines 3-9; where communication module is controlling the devices 
means it is using the stored device ID). 

Lee does not teach about newly connected client appliance in a home network 
environment. 

However, Gaucher teaches, connected to the newly connected client appliance 
(Col.3, lines 24-31). 

Therefore, it is obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Lee (assigning addresses to home appliance in 
home network) with Gaucher (newly connected appliance) in order to build a home 
appliance inventory system where, home appliance server can generate a complete list 
of all the house hold appliance presently connected to the home network. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tauqir Hussain whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1247. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nabil El Hady can be reached on 571 272 3963. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Tauqir 




